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‘More than a boss,’ Orr recalled
as community asset, good man

Orr

Joseph H. Orr Jr. is being remembered as a leader in the local construction
industry.

https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Ad1asjgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttmRKO1EMVjLPFHii2mGaGlq78jNT2hjwF8PgSMT1F8kb_TIyyrmr4f-6GP5g0g7OAU-WPfnxX7GmnPpRN8r5wBE5VgeWID8Ug_lE0_s_vDljUATNYmH6r3eCX6DJBYeOmbIeHIVUw8btSaOHF3vpKXBy2Ukgms0XjWJLAJtfj3BlUT-YPNJX354QfKtlq1YsWbCN0uwI9iynlW5dUhCMF8-Umh10KD_SVGOHgNbmZ6QJrBLfL7zcSvEMW2wt4ljuHOXj4retialJ7a4PRyD-99zWl4FRoDOjQS_iO_xr67FVE3or7dcg7co6hmW1jkHREo&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2F
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=jcy99DgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttn9qY2G2zNuIhw1DVgM7EgfiiEsDBByzyzUr2iLrr-JfR6VEtsTHL3jmjmvtxY5A-NC0qvwD5MRhsQKTxKzqJHFet6NwmgTkhk40YfsvxFGLN2z2uFFiuIl609g9qOKvaPVr9A1QF2calEnZi6BZRP6JXP6xrx1bqlAdvvfs543_fZdnWxmY1lbkW8_8uLYrhFPEmE6h3bjE0hWaEmcjE4esqO4DPSKB7hJNGBk7sZEfahl-iQhyPR8AN8y0lqh6DZ_hUbcb_lCF6-E1LDbD3psWDm-CfLRKInQjeaNXEQM9vxWF64RvGv6UkKzJdrgjMNneA5Fh6RrKlre_kuX9X2m&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fphoto-gifts%2Fcanvas-prints%3Fqty%3D1%26Frame%2520Style%3DMounted%26Orientation%3DHorizontal%26Size%3D8%2522%2520x%252012%2522%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=gjMbJjgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttnDg06QNKO_al16BI_QVHho_syu6itbpEtI67ieEvnEs8PNNXRLZrf9N-NGogXWH3o6gDvOGLq0J4cd_qx6U9QyZaOC8jV1DtkKSRnp3-NUZ9LY2CQNJJpTUvZgneU5y71pB09ZZ8vFFraEvFzLbiEY38aND_aYkUJVUTU2G2oUgxaC11_wsO8eLTX9vqN0EyTdQbKEOweLSERFysJ9DP0mhSh5Prm03QF67XPbrrs7iJm62k39whd4oVMiUXi3C6Vkfgzujz4UjpzQvdMZRBz71N5h8_R64OyhAnboSZwo1AzOD4mjRajN_bkDmAha_jyVEvdEG-B8ef6zzTzxZCXh&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fclothing-bags%2Fhats%2Fcaps%2Fvistaprint-6-panel-baseball-cap%3Fqty%3D1%26Substrate%2520Color%3D%2523ff0000%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=5qedTzgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttl5cgaqByLI_k9HM4dHMXDJ8l8TMlpIl4kJ4zq6uEph939vsnsSwWvOSuz2g7AGncczZdkDVszKLUmwIwjRlfvaZgA3hvbuX9jwv5Bkb6TmnGdWB4jsb1KkLru5Kk89whlXW12BdQzuW5b0MGKttNl5nkoiU8Q2VvnQzlMDBtpzLtruRKBAgQlRHA9nWXUDFh5so0ltymV3HjSjk0_C80xH9Tr8CKZhSXqZoS5Bj5VT37F_izmkZHe6qhWzi0S6PhM0z-k2AsmRCNn84V10JvKLEoBBMiWEv5w9NSJBbHoBNagbKCo6hkKTDRY9ofB1Wq1jnqHThadVmRPvwQN051cJ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fphoto-gifts%2Fpersonalized-mugs%3Fqty%3D1%26Color%3DWhite%26Designable%2520Area%3D2-Sided%26Handle%2520Color%3D%2523ffffff%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=yOLSxTgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttkjSWnYX1w8MOHyP7N0C_UnOkTu5392BvQ7TLo-_vWL-dTNrzKY_eLIJ5kSzHOtYpPQP3P9YDLC5zkweK8Ngd5Vnk8XvZrNczCqGqMzawf099OlhCas4AYjOVrYA54SIjPruOXFtTvgSFk_VYQWUK0vU3lPNIrNonyuF57CC2Ubm3ajyKSR9wD2nf4q3uBR9Y412wrJ_N6tzeywp48no7eBe5y-OFWXONB4mUrDASgHl_XMmlehIY2Cc00EmTNvSx9F8Ck-6gjFB4unPV9fZbVJpBS4K6qOb7PMutO1RCxUovGjXPmvmghiXlFOSO7pkHM&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fstationery%2Fstationery%2Fnotebooks%3Fqty%3D1%26Back%2520Cover%3DColor%26Cover%2520Stock%3DGlossy%26Filler%2520Paper%3DBlank%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Rnnz8TgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttny2iyPjA4EOnEDa9hNyKCUb7QSgSzzvNPB7GvFDE3NwDe8xDx4LQcsftwnDbTVPuF_MjANP6v5OHPLMZGcARuQxj3kSi-D1fjHe_OFp5W053yI54BdfYUyavx8MXs_MjSGxld2Txta5Ns0F_FtEcCUQnl1QzpwXfptb4FnAvolqL2KQV9oCAreMdQ0IfrazZNwZAMHeiv1z8u2muXxHBQ2gUzFelGAIVX6RvjPNU4ciFwvtP4ruOkGVcSVHVuZ1zDEPp0B6lJOBCghy8iD-nR1HQLxdRlE0hv52mHwFfrt_zfRpWGjEIbcBubqUIBhT17MXqHCWgNK_OgYDSVcYyeE&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fclothing-bags%2Fbags%2Flaptop-tablet-bags%2Fgraphite-15-computer-briefcase%3Fqty%3D25%26Substrate%2520Color%3D%2523949293%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=bbh5fDgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttkIY8i13vWREL9J0dy_eUlDGoq0sYHkWxirlNgaSgKS6uX_fJU19VaHVmK2Iryr2VT6APTBCzvco9FbBCCEGzqPAsQeKInLDLUZLSk-_17ZyCYhkie4hDzxSWKoFiP99ayPItAG0CadgCFO0GC7H70KLqoot1m2_kz3eSUuOTeMAKAoEOtS9v7fLjjNVKNpkhJ8EMlJ9VIm2uG8Vld2Z79uVn8gaG9Napl7wXgeTi41GmTU5wSqQjtjIg9R4J3k9pDsvGjmj2SDhafoYv8kk8xe7C_Jn6LQdHNlQFGfIM0NqV1KvdaFZjSdu8iSt62FBKmhU4cQo3AIqu7hgEIn0zHh&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fstationery%2Fstationery%2Fsticky-notes%3Fqty%3D1%26Product%2520Orientation%3DHorizontal%26Size%3D3%2522x3%2522%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=MqUzKTgFW_ozLSdFqlMgZcVmjhoTDthxtgWNMSFOkBlyhrDT-isb2J7rEnq16LmWmPFuSR-vmTBf39cgeNtQ1q6YEAiIcxeT0fKhG1u9VSuz6dOxC2ORd5fqOnHweH2mZ3UdQLWikzUkOgLHFOmvkXGMttlVOVK8mGrl1QAeipZKTNzfW1FXu_jUOFyI9B9XfrmWWTFvB109JaHiLSW2VboqPksa1OJTa-2Z2z07xfh6IcVhyZtHan3CsdNfRnLNdNAv5_Unv8cZmp8yNbPSUfHaxf3MfWCMLtVJEbmbwvzS9XWh_3RQcvB8Y87N7q-w0ps2y5MtgZPzeXy3xJN0DNb4a9e3iBN0KW_LKbOpu25GeubK-1US4SR58wit4hudjWhrbY2sl7AbnpZDagmbKp31Wx5Glm13as6rBe2jqvexuisFTgwhXxHxVJ2-LttNZOys1req09M02XYlwZg-KQo6kt4&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1192082.154378CRITEO%2FB27329952.329642338%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D521349461%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D166915465%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fpromotional-products%2Fhousehold%2Fhousewares%2Fgrill-master-apron-kit%3Fqty%3D1%26Substrate%2520Color%3D%25232d498a%26utm_id%3D2A03209390615732208708
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=vWcEy_uaevZyAbTNXer_Qp-VpNJ72sRSK3ILpKZV5BViLKqTebGIXqMliVkVRJHqsAx_KmxrRcxy6SF1uR4UtG3xhQqXV1dd9ZI80v17-6frYMJDqmZUDGUelACYXovSfxg41lKxGw18AbYO_kYcSLZjWK8CBH6WmS0Sr1i9fT1MwHro


Custom Canvas Prints

1 for $22

Shop now

Orr, 92, of Duncansville, died Sunday at his home.

A 1947 graduate of Altoona High School and a 1952 graduate of Lehigh
University with a degree in civil engineering, Orr joined his father in the
family construction business J.C. Orr and Son in 1955 and led the firm as
president for 30 years.

Under his leadership, numerous area buildings were constructed,
including the Altoona Mercy Hospital, the Bell Telephone building, Gable’s
parking garage, the 11th Avenue parking garage, the Chapel and Smith
building at Penn State Altoona and Eisenhower Auditorium, the Walker
Building, Ag Arena and the Rec Hall Annex at Penn State University Park.

“My father successfully led our company into the 21st century,” said his
son, Joseph H. Orr III, CEO/president of J.C. Orr and Son.
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“All of the buildings that were constructed during his tenure are a
testament to his leadership and vision,” he said. “He was a compassionate
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leader, and the hundreds of people he employed would agree.”

Others in the construction industry remember Orr well.

“I competed against him for years,” said Ralph J. Albarano, owner of
Ralph J. Albarano and Sons, Duncansville.

“J.C. Orr and Son was a major player in the construction industry in
central Pennsylvania. He was a fine gentleman from the few times I met
him at bid openings,” Albarano said.

Maurice Lawruk Sr., founder of Lawruk Builders Inc., said Orr was well
respected and a good man.

“He was an asset to our community and will be greatly missed,” Lawruk
added.

Longtime employee Tim Gutshall, now company project manager and
general superintendent, was hired by Orr in 1995.

“Man what a guy, he was more than a boss, he was a mentor and a good
friend,” Gutshall said. “He treated me like family. He was a good man, he
took care of his people through the lean times; he was an all-around good
guy.”

Orr was involved in a number of community organizations throughout the
years, serving as president of the Altoona YMCA Board, Lakemont Park
Citizens Advisory Council, Keystone Contractors Association and Fifth
Avenue Methodist Church Council. Orr and his family have also been big
supporters of model railroading throughout the years.

Lee Hite, past CEO of The Hite Co., said Orr was always very fair in his
dealings.

“He always tried to promote buying locally,” Hite said.

PennCrest Bank President/CEO William Ritenour said that while the
community mourns Orr’s passing, it is also celebrating his wonderful
lifetime achievement.
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“Mr. Orr’s legacy at PennCrest Bank is that of a difference maker,”
Ritenour said.

Orr is survived by five children: Joe, Jeni, Jeigh, Jessica and Juliet; nine
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Mirror Staff Writer Walt Frank is at 814-946-7467.
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